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Will youth be served in Lamorinda softball?

By Jon Kingdon
he Lamorinda softball teams are
all relying on various freshmen
and sophomore players to step up
and mature quickly. Hopefully this
will all happen prior to league play.

Coming off a successful 2017
season (16-5), Acalanes head coach
Victor Silva enters this year with a
very young team, having only five
seniors on the roster. With three
Jjuniors, five sophomores and three
freshmen, Silva understands that
his team will be going through a
maturation process: “We are really
young. The talent is there but we’re
making mental mistakes. We’re
still trying to figure out how to win
and finish which his hard with so
many sophomores and freshmen.
We’re trying to get them to believe
in themselves.”

As an example of this, Acalanes
lost to Encinal 7-6 in a game where
they committed seven errors, many
of which Silva said were mental
mistakes.

With such a young team, the
leadership of the seniors becomes
even more important. Co-captains
Kylie Berry and Rosetta Shackett
along with Alexis Carlson are being
counted on to provide direction.

Despite playing so many un-
derclassmen, Silva is excited about
the talent on the team: “We’re just
going through growing pains. Last
year I knew what to expect. I’m not
sure about this year’s team, but we
have the potential to be better than
last year.”

Berry is being counted on as the
ace of the staff. “Kylie is our one
pitcher with experience and has to
stay healthy,” Silva says. “She is a
very consistent pitcher that throws
strikes and has good movement
on the ball.” Backing up Berry is
freshman Ellie Palma who is “still
finding her way.”

Leading the offense is shortstop
Morgan Salmon, despite only being
a freshman. Salmon also plays on
the Junior British Olympic softball
team, bringing international experi-
ence with her. Shackett and Carl-
son are the other leaders on offense.

Despite some early season mis-
steps, conceding that “defense is
the area we need to improve,” Sil-
va expects his defense to become
more consistent. “Every position is
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solid and we have good speed. We
should be able to improve our de-
fense as the year progresses.”

When sophomore Kaylee Pond
went down with a major knee injury
last December, it was a blow to both
the Acalanes basketball and soft-
ball teams. Pond, who has already
committed to lowa State University
upon graduation, would have been
the Don’s third baseman and will be
counted on for next season.

As young as Acalanes is, Cam-
polindo takes it a step further hav-
ing only one senior on their roster,
four juniors and 11 sophomores and
freshmen. Head coach Wayne Ste-
phens appreciates the effort being
put forth by the team: “It’s a very
hard-working team. All the girls
are doing what they can to get better
trying to get to the highest level. It’s
getting them exposed to the speed
of varsity level softball.”

Leading the team on the field
are juniors, pitcher Tara McAteer
and catcher Katelyn Poole, who led
the league in hitting last season.

Like Silva, Stephens is also re-
lying heavily on a freshman, short-
stop Abbie Lee. Says Stephens:
“Abbie has been huge for us. She
is the key to our infield and I am
confident in her play. She has had a
lot of experience in tournament ball
and is already a leader on the team.”

Looking for more depth in
his offense, Stephens is counting
on two other freshmen, Kaitlyn
Dowdall and designated hitter, Jor-
dan Roberts. Roberts is playing
organized softball for the first time
after focusing on tennis. According
to Stephens, Roberts’ tennis stroke
has proven to be a natural transition
for her baseball swing.

To Stephens, the key for a suc-
cessful season is simple: “We have
to stay healthy. With the girls work-
ing hard and showing constant im-
provement, our goal is to compete
for the league championship and go
deep in the NCS playoffs.”

Taking on the responsibility of
leading the Miramonte team, first-
year and first-time head coach
Melody Wall is flashing back to her
days on the softball field at Encinal
High School. Fortunately for Wall,
the players are rallying around her,
much to her appreciation. “The girls
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want to be out there and improve,”
she says. “They very much love the
game and have been very helpful to
me in our practices.”

With neither a freshman or JV
team to allow their players to de-
velop, the Matadors are also play-
ing utilizing several underclassmen.

In such a situation, leadership
from the senior captains become
crucial.  Senior captain Cassidy
Wall and sophomore vice captain
Genevieve Rovetti set the tone for
the team. As battery mates, Wall as
pitcher and Rovetti as catcher will
be the glue that holds the team to-
gether.

Coach Wall is particularly fa-
miliar with Cassidy, who is her
daughter and wears the same num-
ber 18 that she wore in high school.
Coach Wall is relying on Cassidy
to be her ace pitcher: “Cassidy has
great accuracy. She is confident
and is not afraid to throw strikes.
At this point, we are still looking
for another pitcher to step up and
establish themselves as our second
starter.”

Crucial to the staff is the play
of Rovetti. Says Wall: “Genevieve
really knows the game and does a
good job making the calls behind
the plate.”

Wall is very confident in her
defense: “We have great fielding.
They are confident and smart.”

Sophomore Maddie Webber has
been moved to shortstop for the first
time and has taken on the role of the
leader in the infield on the field and,
says Wall, “keeping everyone’s
spirits up.”

Securing the defense up the
middle is second baseman Ellie
Sinha. Though only a freshman,
Sinha brings a lot of experience
to the team, having played a lot of
travel ball.

Junior Carly Johnson is set in
centerfield due to her speed and the
ability to cover the whole outfield.

On offense besides Wall and
Rovetti, sophomore first baseman
Madison Lehman should be a threat
as well.

With so many of the young
players being thrown into the deep
end of the pool, it should at the very
least bode well for the Lamorinda
teams down the road.
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Submitted by Kenji Sytz

amorinda Lions beat Rich-
mond Academy in a 2-1
thriller on March 10 in Moraga
to claim the Lamorinda Youth As-

Reidenbach, Leela Cargain, Ava Sytz

Lamorinda Lions 1st grade
girls win indoor championship

Back row, from left: coach Amit Ahuja, coach Kyle Lerch, coach Kenji
Sytz; middle row: Casey Lerch, Darcy Best, Hadley Hastings, Eloise Brit-
ton, Regan Roy; front row: Sage Vasquez-Fireman, Soraya Ahuja, Kelly

Photo provided
sociation Indoor Soccer champi-
onship for first-grade girls. This
team has now won three straight
league titles.

Submitted by Tim Jones

Five local Lafayette fourth-
grade boys won the Next
Level Flag Football Super Bowl
in a combined countywide team at
De La Salle high school in Con-
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Lafayette 4th Graders Win
Next Level Super Bowl

Photo provided

cord this month. Lafayette resi-
dents pictured include: T. Jones,
L. Potts, R. Thuma, R. Reinhart
and E. Dudum.
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Music Lessons

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well! §
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Music for your Club or Private
Party. Ragtime, Dixieland Jazz,
Swing, Klezmer. Single Act or Band.
Eliot Kenin — 800- 965-1302

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

Apartment Wanted

Apartment or In-law unit
wanted to rent. Semi-retired
professional gardener. Non-
smoker, references, good credit.
Call Gary 510-410-3225

Small 2 Bedroom In-law
or apartment needed
for my daughter & friend.

Will be attending St. Mary’s

in the fall. Ready to move in

now. (925) 895-6825

We Buy/Consign your car

All cars are displayed in our
private and secure showroom.
Local family owned dealership.
Serving Roosmoor for more
than 30 years. Free pick-up and
delivery. 925-820-1188.

Collectibles

Buy or sell collectibles
Call or Text
925-435-3492

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Rototilling

=5  Ken's Rototilling
- + 4 W/D Tractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Rain gutter

Vickers Rain Gutter

Installation, repair,
roof & gutter cleaning
Serving Lamorinda since 1964, Many
styles of gutters with soldered down-
spouts.....Senior discount....free est...lic
677426. | do the work myself & take
prideinit....Ken 925-687-8631

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Haul Your Junk Away

925-435-3492
Call or Text Don

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

Quetzal Handyman
NOJOBTOO SMALL
Please call Carlos Toledo
¥ 925-872-0422

Weed Cutting

Tall Weed Cutting

Hillsides, Free Estimates
925-938-9836

Painting

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured.
(925-285-0370) Don

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com





